
Breathing new life into our woodlands



We are the only UK charity dedicated 

to improving broadleaved trees by 

selective breeding. In just the same 

way that it’s possible to breed better, 

more productive cows, pigs, wheat and 

roses, it’s possible to do the same with 

broadleaved trees. It takes much longer 

but the results can be world-changing.    

We use research to make sure that the 

next generation of broadleaved trees will 

deliver all the environmental, social and 

economic benefits that they possible 

can. By helping trees produce more 

timber more quickly, survive longer 

and store more carbon, we know that 

many more people will choose to plant 

broadleaved trees, with all the benefits 

they will bring to our environment, our 

economy and our society. 



Why our work is important
1 Because our climate is changing 
And it will have an impact on our trees. We need to make 
sure that future trees are best adapted to thrive in the 
climate they will experience.   

2 Because it has huge social benefits
Broadleaved woodlands play an important role in the 
quality of our lives and our work aims to make the very 
most of what they can offer to us.

3 Because it benefits our economy
Our broadleaved woodlands contribute to our economy 
in several ways:

Producing a sustainable source of timber products 
Planting broadleaved woodlands for timber is not 
currently economically viable and the UK imports 95% of 
the hardwood timber it uses

Supporting rural economies 
Woodlands provide many opportunities to support rural 
economies, from mountain biking centres, adventure 
playgrounds and wildlife encounter experiences.

An old forestry saying is “The wood that pays is the wood 
that stays”. Our work will help to make our broadleaved 
woodlands pay so that the trees in them stay to provide 
all the benefits to us that they can. 

What we do
We identify ‘Plus Trees’ like the one opposite, and 
take seed or cuttings from them to create breeding 
programmes across the UK.



What we’re looking for

Good natural pruning

Straight stem

Minimal stem tapering

Absence of spiral grain or 
fluting

Little buttressing

Persistent leader (good 
apical dominance)

Symmetrical crown

Heathy foliage

Absence of forking

Light, horizontal branches



Our Vision 
Our vision is to achieve the highest 

possible benefits from our broadleaved 

woodlands – both for today’s society and 

for future generations. 

How you can help  
By supporting our research programme with a donation 
you provide invaluable help with projects including:

• Our oak grafted seed orchard – collecting cuttings 
and creating grafts for planting

• Our PhD study into the factors influencing acorn 
production

• Assessments of our sycamore and oak seed 
orchards; recording the annular growth in trials across 
the UK

• Collecting seed from birch plus trees in Scotland

• Creating an interactive database of all our trials 
and orchards

07896 834518 

www.futuretrees.org

twitter.com/FutureTreesUK

www.facebook.com/FutureTreesTrust

www.instagram.com/futuretreestrust

http://www.futuretrees.org
http://twitter.com/FutureTreesUK
http://www.facebook.com/FutureTreesTrust
http://www.instagram.com/futuretreestrust


Our supporters include:

We receive support from many organisations and 
individuals. For a full list of our supporters, please visit 
www.futuretrees.org/support-us

D
esign: banyandesign.co.uk 

https://www.afbini.gov.uk/
http://www.albatrees.co.uk/
http://banyandesign.co.uk
https://www.forestart.co.uk/
https://www.charteredforesters.org/
http://www.maelor.co.uk/
https://www.silviculture.co.uk/
https://www.tilhill.com/
https://gov.wales/
http://www.treesplease.co.uk/
https://www.cla.org.uk/
http://www.confor.org.uk/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/
https://duchyofcornwall.org/
http://www.cheviot-trees.co.uk/
https://www.growninbritain.org/
http://www.doylycartecharitabletrust.org
https://www.dulverton.org/
https://ellerman.org.uk/
https://www.patsywoodtrust.com
https://www.rfs.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
http://www.futuretrees.org/support-us
http://banyandesign.co.uk

